
Academics and researchers, especially at institutions such as Harvard, are often viewed as disconnected
from the real world, studying esoteric questions that are distant (if not irrelevant) to policy, practice, and
decisions that impact the daily lives of people. At the same time, an unspoken expectation for research to
be ‘neutral’ often creates tensions for students and scholars who are uncomfortable simply studying
discrimination and inequality, and want their work to have an impact in advancing social justice. Join
Natalia Linos, ScD, Executive Director of the FXB Center for Health and Human Rights at Harvard; Magda
Matache PhD, Director of the Roma Program at the FXB Center; and Jasmine Graves MPH, member of
the FXB Center’s doctoral cohort,  for a discussion on what it means to be a scholar-activist.
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